Carcase quality key
for breed's next step

e

IASON Impey's passion for
the Simmental breed stan-
ed when he convinced his
father-in-law to use a tradi-
tional Simmental owver his
Poll Herefords

That was 25 years ago
and now he and his wife
lacqgui mun their own stud,
Mals-Dabkd Simmentals, now
located af Loomberah, near
Tamworth, NSW

“Initdally a mate of mine
Wis wurhng for Wendou-
ree Simmentals at Cobbity
and he comanced me they
were greal, and it didn't take
much comvincing once we
had those At calves,™ N
Impey said,

“There was such a big im-
provement in the first-cross,
with much better growth and
muscle compared with the
\'I1r||g|"|.r1'|r]|] lereford calves.”

Foundation cattle  for
Mala-Daki came from Wen-
douree, a lew private sales
and =iud :lluiwrl.ilh, befofe
the Impeys came  acToss
Buckingham Simmentals at
Bungendore, which made a
big impact o the sood,

They staried with a dozen
cows i the first four 1o five
vears, ind grew the operation
o 50 commercial breeders
and 175 stud breeders before
having ts cut numbers skgnif
icantly duse to droughi.

“We'll calve down about T0
breeders this vear,

"We were al Bunman, but
weve  joined
Caloona Park Charclais
Loomberah to help manage
their property and mn our
AT L'ill[l.t'.

Al of the commencial
cattle went with drough,
but we're hoping to build up
both stud and commerncial

forces  with

EATING QUALITY FOCUS: Jason and Jacqui Impey with some of their Simmental cattle at Loomberah, near Tamworth,

shifted their aperation to Tamworth and destocked the commercial herd to focus on seedstock production

numbers  when the
son mproves,
"We had a nice line of

commercial and siod cows

S

before the drought hit and
now we're focusing on the
besst quiality stud breeders.”

That focus on quality led
o success on the hool and
hook The smud
bred two of the three Sieers
that took out the Stan Hill
]'rn;ﬂu_.- al the l\'.'l.'l.|:|||.". Risvil
Easter Show, and in October
they had success in the RAS
Beel Challenge.

UOne of their steers was
overall champion in the
To-day domestic class, after
being named the individual
winner kn lve assessments
and awarded grand champi-
om individual carcase

last year
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Now we're focusing on the best
quality stud breeders.

Qur family lines trace back to the
original cows we bought - family
lines that we know and trust, and
that's what sets us apart.

Jason Impey, Mala-Daki Simmentals

Thae steer, by Canadian sire
KOP Spartan and from Ma
la-Daki Lodli G498 achieved
an average daily gain of 2.49
kilograms, then dressed a
54.9 per cent and scored
20083 points for carcase grid
with an eye muscle ansa of 74

square centimetres and five
millimetres of fat on both the
rumyp and rib

"That was the secomnd vear
we've entered steers in the
RAS competition and in our
first year we had the highest
average dally weight gain for

heavyweight steers and they
placed third for feedion todal
and second for profitability,”
Mr |.|:|:|.p-|"l.- sk

Ihe Impeys have focused
thelr genetic selection on
carcase guality, and it's pay-
ing off, with a bronze medal
in the taste test portion of the
competithon.

"I think eating quality and
carcase quality s what we
nesed toowork on as a breed,”
Mr Impey sald. “We've got
the high growth but the next
step s improving carcase
quality, and the consistency
of carcase; so our clients can
breed lines of steers that will
1'|:|r|.'~|.\r|"u!l!. meel \FHH'iI'll'q
tions for their markets.”

Mala-Daki clients werne
targeting varied markets, bu

NEW, The Impeys have

-

muore people are selling over
the hook, Mr Tmpey said.

"We've had one client ot
Crookwell whose catile were
geiting too far with British
breeds over British females,
bt by wsing our bulls, they 've
been able to bring the fat
cover back a litle bit, but the
big advantage is they're get-
ting them off the place four
maonths earlier at the target
\\1"IHJ'I|.‘|-. S0 1]11"5'”' I11ai.l|:||.{
miore lIHI11I"_h' h'l‘l'd”.‘ﬂ' they
can run a bew more cows,”

Mr Impeey said the stud's
success was due to the strong
maternal side.

"Our  family
hack o the original cows we
bought - family lines that we
know and trust. and that's
what sets us apart.”

lines irace



